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foremost the local LGBTI community for 
standing up for their rights and friends 
more than ever before. We would like 
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local partnering organizations, 
businesses, authorities, media, activists 
and everyone, who contributed with 
their time and energy during 2018. 

GLAS’s annual report was coordinated and edited by Simeon Vasilev and Dimitar Pizhev 
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THE FIRST LGBTI+ COMMUNITY CENTER RAINBOW HUB IN SOFIA 

• The new location is called 'Rainbow Hub' and is the result of the joint effort of 
Youth LGBT Organization 'Deystvie', GLAS Foundation and Bilitis Resource Center 
Foundation as well as other independent activists. Its purpose is to provide a safe 
space for all LGBTI+ people in Bulgaria, where they can receive useful information 
about their rights and health, will be able to make contacts and gather in interest 
groups. The location serves as the Sofia Pride headquarters as well as the office of 
the three national LGBTI+ organizations.  

• The mission of the Hub is to support and mobilize the emerging LGBTI+ community 
in Bulgaria. It hosts a variety of events and initiatives geared toward the needs of 
the LGBTI+ people with a special focus on young and disadvantaged people. The 
Center serves as a uniting force for the Bulgarian LGBTI+ community and helps 
strengthen the relationship between the members of the community and between 
the community-based organizations. It also attracts and supports parents of LGBTI+ 
children and young people. Furthermore, it contributes to the more effective 
implementation of a “bottom-up” approach to tackling key issues and challenges 
that LGBTI+ people face every day. The space also provides an opportunity for direct 
contact between activists and other community representatives from all parts of 
Bulgaria.  

• The Rainbow Hub is located on 24 Lyuben Karavelov Str. tn Sofia. You can learn 
more about the program and the activities of the Center through its official web site 
http://www.lgbti-center.bg/. The online platform also contains useful resources and 
information on programs, services, leadership and advocacy on topics such as 
healthcare, law, culture and education.  

 

 
 

 



11TH EDITION OF SOFIA PRIDE  

• On June 9, 2018 the annual march for LGBTI+ visibility and equality colored 
Bulgaria's capital Sofia for the eleventh time. Under the motto 'Different People, 
Equal Rights' more than 3500 colorful people went out on the streets despite the 
gloomy weather and some disagreements about the corporate sponsorship of the 
event. 

• This year's music program featured popular artists and groups, including Ruth 
Koleva, Ivo Dimchev, Mihaela Fileva, Dancing Sofia, Yambadon, Spice Girls Tribute, 
Jennifer Benediction, Dead Man's Hat Live and others. 

• Sofia Pride, of whose Organizing Committee is part The GLAS Foundation, continues 
to be the biggest annual human rights event in Bulgaria. The record number of 24 
diplomatic missions, UNICEF, the Friedrich Naumann Foundation and the UN 
Refugee Agency published a joint declaration in support of the event. The 
declaration was supported also by the diplomatic missions of 16 EU countries as 
well as Australia, Brazil, Israel, Canada, Norway, the United States, Switzerland and 
South Africa. 'Respect for human rights, including justice, equality, non-
discrimination, freedom of expression and the rule of law, are the foundation of 
democratic states. These rights and protections should be equally applicable to the 
LGBTI people', is stated in the document. 

 

 
 

 



SOFIA PRIDE ARTS – SOFIA PRIDE'S ARTS & CULTURE PROGRAM 

• Sofia Pride Arts is one of the key initiatives in the cultural program of the most 
significant LGBTI+ event in Bulgaria – Sofia Pride. 

•  After 7 years and more than 100 presented projects of LGBTI + artists from all over 
the world, including Bulgaria, in 2018 of the most recognizable cultural events in 
the capital expanded the program from one week to a month and therefore 
changed its name from Sofia Pride Art Week to Sofia Pride Arts Festival. The 
initiative is organized by the Sofia Pride Organizing Committee and the GLAS 
Foundation. 

• Sofia Pride Arts in 2018 started on May 12, 2018 with an opening party and a photo 
exhibition and ended hours before the start of Sofia Pride on June 9, 2018.  

• The festival in 2018 included more than 24 events with the participation of 30 
international artists, musicians, choreographers and dancers in more than 13 
locations in Sofia. It featured almost all forms and genres of contemporary art – 
dance, performance, verbal theater, artistic and documentary photography, fine art, 
literature and even conceptual objects and jewelry.  

 

 
 

 



TWO REPORTS ON HOMOPHOBIC CRIMES IN BULGARIA PRESENTED IN 2018  

• The main conclusion of both reports is that the victims of such crimes do not report them to the 
police. According to the GLAS Foundation's report the most common type of incidents, reported by 
their victims, are threats. Among the public places where the most threats are registered, the 
school comes first, followed by the home and bars. The non-representative study was launched on 
May 1, 2017 via the online platform tolerantni.com with a total of 47 reports received within 6 
months. They refer to incidents which occurred in 2017. Of the total number of reports received 33 
are fully completed, which means respondents answered all questions in the form.  

• The Bulgarian Penal Code does not include sexual orientation and gender identity or gender 
expression as motives for the perpetration of hate crimes – hate speech and other crimes. As a 
consequence, in the rare cases when homophobic or transphobic attacks are reported and 
prosecuted the suspects are often accused of acts of hooliganism. Anyone who has become a victim 

or a witness to such crimes may report them through the portal http://www.tolerantni.com/ 

 

 
 

 

http://www.tolerantni.com/
http://www.tolerantni.com/
http://www.tolerantni.com/
http://www.tolerantni.com/
http://www.tolerantni.com/
http://www.tolerantni.com/
http://www.tolerantni.com/
http://www.tolerantni.com/


HIV-RELATED ACTIVITIES 

• During the first months of 2018 GLAS Foundation and the Center for Sexual Health launched a joint 
information campaign to promote the services, provided by the Center with a special focus on the 
gay community in Sofia. The campaign included publications in the online magazine HUGE.bg and 
the deployment of information materials at HUGE's events. As part of the campaign the GLAS 
Foundation team and the stars of the second HUGE party – Spanish dancer Pau Sanz and DJ Karl 
Kay – visited the Center to get tested for free for HIV/AIDS before the start of the party on March 
17. 'I am glad that I had the opportunity to join the GLAS Foundation initiative, because I believe 
that each of us is responsible for their own health', he told HUGE.bg.  

• The GLAS Foundation and GlaxoSmithKline organized a special event on the topic 'Talking Openly 
About HIV' at the first LGBTI community center in Bulgaria – Rainbow Hub. In the initiative, which 
took place on October 4, participated also Health Without Borders Association, Checkpoint Sofia – 
Sexual Health Center, National Patient Organization. The main purpose of the event was to give 
more visibility to the problems of living with HIV in Bulgaria, to outline the main challenges in the 
work of NGOs and their key achievements so far. The meeting was a part of a series of events and 
an online campaign aimed at the community of men who have sex with men with the purpose of 
raising awareness and the prevention of HIV. 

 

 
 

 
 

 



HIV-RELATED ACTIVITIES 

 

• In the second half of 2018 the GLAS Foundation and Checkpoint Sofia launched the joint initiative 
#trustme in partnership with ViiV Healthcare UK. The initiative aims to encourage the testing of 
gay, bisexual and transsexual men for HIV and hepatitis B and C. Anyone can get tested for free 
anonymously and painlessly via a blood sample on site at Checkpoint Sofia or through the so-called 
oral tests, which detect virus antibodies in the saliva. Within the campaign, the people who got 
tested in Checkpoint Sofia, had the opportunity to win free tickets for various parties, special film 
screenings and performances. For the occasion the GLAS Foundation also published a comic book 
on the topic of HIV and the possible ways to get infected with the virus, which was created by the 
Bulgarian illustrator Kaloyan Rusinov and targeted at the community of men who have sex with 
men. 

• Between 23 and 30 November, the European Week for HIV and Hepatitis Research was held, as 
well as marking the 30th year of the World AIDS Day on December 1st, which this year under the 
motto "Know Your Status". As part of the campaign, on December 1, 2018, the GLAS Foundation 
organized Rainbow Hub's Open Day Day dedicated to the World AIDS Day. Throughout the day, the 
venue was open to visitors who were able to test anonymously on the spot or take a free oral test 
and make it at home. During the day, discussions with experts and specialists, as well as workshops 
and thematic films were planned. Prior to the World AIDS DAY GLAS Foundation also launched a 
social media campaign, targeted at the group of the men having sex with men, which aimed to 
convince them to get tested with the new anonymous oral tests.  

 

 
 

 
 

 



HIV-RELATED ACTIVITIES 

 

 Between 23 and 30 November, the European Week for HIV and Hepatitis Research was held, as 
well as marking the 30th year of the World AIDS Day on December 1st, which this year under 
the motto "Know Your Status". As part of the campaign, on December 1, 2018, the GLAS 
Foundation organized Rainbow Hub's Open Day Day dedicated to the World AIDS Day.  

 Throughout the day, the venue was open to visitors who were able to test anonymously on the 
spot or take a free oral test and make it at home. During the day, discussions with experts and 
specialists, as well as workshops and thematic films were planned.  

 Prior to the World AIDS DAY GLAS Foundation also launched a social media campaign, targeted 
at the group of the men having sex with men, which aimed to convince them to get tested with 
the new anonymous oral tests.  



THE IRISH SENATOR AND ACTIVIST DAVID NORRIS IN SOFIA 

 

 GLAS Foundation and the Embassy of Ireland organized a public lecture entitled 'The Right to 
Personal Life and Its Limitations" led by the independent Irish senator and activist David Norris. 

 The occasion for the lecture was the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the abolition of the 
criminalization of homosexuality in Bulgaria. It coincided with the 25th anniversary of the 
decriminalization of same-sex love in Ireland too. 

 The lecture took place in the art gallery of the New Bulgarian University and was attended by 
more than 100 Bulgarian and international students.  

 David Norris is a former university lecturer and the first openly gay man to be elected to a public 
post in Ireland. He is the founder of the Irish legislation on homosexuality reform and is a 
prominent member of the Irish Church. 

 

 



IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROJECT 'LGBTI RIGHTS IN BULGARIA' 

 

 The GLAS Foundation joined the project "Together for the rights of LGBTI in Bulgaria", launched 
in 2018 by the Workshop for Civic Initiatives Foundation in partnership with the Bulgarian Donor 
Forum, the Bulgarian School of Politics "Dimitar Panitza", the Education syndicate, part of the 
trade union Podkrepa, and Youth LGBT organization Deystvie. It aims to raise awareness of the 
many forms of discrimination and prejudice that LGBTI people face in Bulgaria among teachers, 
politicians, business leaders, civil society leaders, and LGBTI youths. 

 Within the framework of the GLAS project, a social networking campaign was launched with 
videos which told the personal stories of representatives of different ages and the social status 
of the LGBTI community in Bulgaria. The online campaign was launched just before Sofia Pride 
on June 9, 2018 and one of its goals was to attract new participants to the biggest LGBTI human 
rights event in Bulgaria.  

 The project involved also nearly 600 teachers and 600 representatives of civil society 
organizations from 30 cities in the country as well as a total of 200 politicians and business 
leaders who participated in specially developed information seminars. The initiative will end 
with a national conference to be held in 2019 under the auspices of the Ombudsman and will 
focus on possible follow-up to LGBTI people's rights in our country. 

 The project 'Together for LGBTI rights in Bulgaria' is co-funded by the European Union under the 
Program 'Rights, Equality and Citizenship'. 



 

 

 At the end of 2018, GLAS also carried out a billboard campaign with same-sex couples in Sofia, 
Plovdiv, Burgas and Varna. In Varna, one of the billboards was vandalized and taken down in mid-
December 2018, which provoked a massive public debate in social networks and national and 
international media. The billboard campaign was accompanied by advertising in print and public 
transport and was aimed at citizens who do not have an explicit position on LGBTI people and 
their needs in Bulgaria. 
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SUPPORT GROUPS FOR PEOPLE LIVING WITH HIV AND THEIR RELATIVES AND FRIENDS 

 

• Checkpoint Sofia, run by the Health Without Borders Foundation, and the GLAS Foundation started 
a monthly help group for patients living with HIV. At each free meeting the virus-bearing patients 
can share their achievements, difficulties and challenges with each other in a protected 
environment, and thus receive and provide other people with emotional and moral support. The 
participants in the group are dealing with specific situations and problems, and it is possible that 
physicians, lawyers or other specialist will be invited to some meetings if necessary and with the 
permission of the participants in the group. Anyway the groups are based on mutual assistance and 
are not aimed at professional psychotherapy.  

• The meetings are moderated by Alexander Milanov, a clinical social worker with experience in 
counseling patients with socially significant illnesses, children and young people at risk, foster 
parents and adopters. Those interested in joining the initiative can visit the website and the 
Facebook page of Checkpoint Sofia. Friends and relative of people living with HIV can also attend a 
specialized support group. Each session is run by a clinical social worker and takes usually 90 
minutes outside working hours. The sessions are free of charge and accessible to anyone who 
knows, lives or has a strong emotional connection with people living with HIV.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



TWO-DAY INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE FOCUSING ON ANTI-LGBTI HATE CRIMES 

 

• The GLAS Foundation, the University of Brescia, Italy, and the Lambda organization from Poland 
organized an international conference on the topic 'Overcoming Barriers: Improving the Acccess to 
Justice for Victims of anti-LGBTI Hate Crimes'.  

• The forum, which was organized in cooperation with 11 partners from 10 European countries, took 
place on September 20 and 21 at The French Institute in Sofia. Its aim was to familiarize the 
Bulgarian public with the developments in areas such as research, policies, trainings and hate 
crimes in the European Union (EU) and to present good practices for their implementation.  

• Among the main topics, discusssed during the initiative, were the hate crime legislation in EU, the 
reporting of such offenses and community relations, victim support services and victim rights, work 
with police, etc. The two-day program included discussions, capacity-building and problem-solving 
workshops, consultation with experts and specialists in the field, as well as a feature film screening, 
organized by GLAS Foundation's initiative Big Gay Film Club. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



POSTCARD TO THE 240 MPS FROM ALL POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE BULGARIAN PARLIAMENT 

 

• GLAS Foundation sent a postcard to the 240 MPs from all political parties in the Bulgarian 
Parliament on the occasion of the World Human Rights Day celebrated on December 10th.  

• The aim of the initiative was to remind politicians of the responsibilities they have in complying 
with international agreements to combat discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender 
identity and the continuing lack of any legislation on this subject in our country.  

• In Bulgaria and in 2018, there was still no legislative and institutional will to tackle discrimination 
and violence based on sexual orientation and/or gender identity. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE FOCUSING ON THE RIGHTS OF SAME-SEX COUPLES IN EU 

 

• On November 8, in Sofia, the international conference "Recognition of the rights of same-sex 
couples married or cohabiting in the EU" for the first time brought prominent experts from 
different countries to share what they have achieved so far in their home countries and what is to 
be done in the battle for marriage equality. 

• The GLAS Foundation, in partnership with the Center for the Study of Democracy, the Resource 
Center - Bilitis Foundation and Youth LGBT Organization 'Deystvie, were the organizers of the 
event. The conference took place under the Love Moves project, funded by the Rights, Equality and 
Citizenship Program, and dedicated to marriage equality and the right of residence of homosexual 
couples in the EU. 

• The program was attended by Monin Griffith Director of the Belong To organization and part of the 
YES team! Campaign, which succeeded in winning a referendum in Ireland; Gabi Kayeha, who heads 
the LGBTI Advisory Council at the Ministry of European Affairs and Equality in Malta, and Teodora 
Rotaru of Romania gave details of the failed referendum in her country and the victory in the 
Comman case. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



HUMAN RIGHT CAMPAIGN'S CORPORATE EQUALITY INDEX PRESENTED IN SOFIA 

 

• Thanks to the efforts of GLAS Foundation, the business platform Work It OUT and Youth LGBT 
Organization 'Deystvie' Human Right Campaign's Corporate Equality Index was presented for the 
first time in Bulgaria. The survey is issued annually and is an analysis of best practices in the field of 
the diversity and inclusion of LGBTI+ employees in the biggest US companies. The event was held 
on February 16, 2018 at the Microsoft Innovation Center in Sofia Tech Park.  

• Jay Gulliam, Senior Global Program Director of HRC, delivered a presentation on the topic 'What is 
the impact of the Corporate Equality Index on companies, employees, the general public and the 
LGBTI community?'.  

• The Work It OUT platform now includes 18 partners. The new members who recently joined the 
platform are Hewlett-Packard Enterprise, the British Council and Football Radar.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



TRAINING ON HOW TO BUILD AN INCLUSIVE WORK ENVIRONMENT FOR HR 
MANAGERS AND LEADERS 

 

• The business platform Work It OUT, created by the GLAS Foundation, organized its first practical 
training ‘Building a diverse and inclusive corporate work environment’ in partnership with the 
Bulgarian Donors Forum, the Women Professionals’ Network – Sofia and the HR company JobTiger.  

• The training, targeted at HR managers from different companies and responsible leaders, focused 
on the principles of building a supportive work environment for employees with unconventional 
sexual orientation and/or gender identity.  

• A special guest lecturer of the initiative was Marijn Pijnenburg, IBM’s Global Director ‘Business 
Development for the Diversity of the Workforce and the LGBT markets’. According to him, 
employees can be really useful to the business only if they feel free and authentic at work. 
Dimitrina Vasileva, D&I Director for Central and Southeastern Asia in EY Bulgaria, was also a 
speaker in the training. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



SPECIAL EVENT DEDICATED TO THE TOPIC OF DIVERSITY IN BUSINESS 

 

• The business platform Work It OUT, created by the GLAS Foundation, organized an event, entitled 
‘Diversity Pays Off’, in partnership with other four non-governmental organizations – Open Society 
Institute Foundation, Bulgarian Women’s Fund, Zaslushaise Foundation and Social Future 
Foundation with their platform JAMBA.  

• The aim of the initiative was to discuss the challenges and strategies in implementing and 
developing active diversity policies in the corporate environment in Bulgaria.  

• Various representatives of the private sector shared their experience and approach in this field. 
Among them were HPE, SAP, Lidl Bulgaria, Telenor Group and EY Bulgaria.  

• The event, which took place on June 12, 2018, was attended by the United States Ambassador to 
Bulgaria Eric Rubin and Anthony Thompson, the World Bank Country Manager for Bulgaria. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



COMMUNITY CLUBS FOR QUEER LITERATURE AND CINEMA 

• The GLAS Foundation organizes and curates two interest clubs which bring together the fans of 
queer literature and film lovers once a month. The Big gay Book Club has started its monthly 
meetings since the end of 2017. The focus of the initiative is on LGBT literature, but with an eye 
also on all other books. Meetings take place on the first Thursday of each month with participants 
reading classics, poetry, novels, biographies, comics and any other works that inspire them. From 
august 2018 the club opens a branch in Varna.  

• The Big Gay Film Club has started gathering since the end of July 2018 as a logical continuation of 
the literary club. It focuses on all forms and genres of queer cinema with particular attention being 
paid not only to newer productions but also to key queer films from the history of cinema from its 
very beginning to its present day. Meetings take place in the last week of each month at the 
Rainbow Hub in Sofia. Each screening is accompanied by a discussion in which, together with 
filmmakers, critics, actors and audience members, we put the films in context and collect the 
different perspectives of their interpretation. 

 

 

 



GLAS FOUNDATION WON THE ACTIVISTS OF THE YEAR AWARD OF THE BULGARIAN HELSINKI 
COMMITTEE 

 

• The GLAS Foundation received the "Activists of the Year" award, together with the Resource Center 
- Bilitis Foundation and LGBTI youth organization Deystvie at the annual Human Rights of the Year 
Awards, organized by the Bulgarian Helsinki Committee (BHC). 

 

• The motivation for the BHC awards is the joint and targeted action to protect the LGBTI people's 
human rights in 2018, thanks to which the first community LGBTI center in Bulgaria - Rainbow Hub - 
opened in Sofia. The initiation of an online petition for the recognition of same-sex marriages 
concluded in a foreign Member State of the European Union is another of the achievements of local 
LGBTI organizations this year. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



NEW PARTNERSHIPS 
 
•GLAS and the Rainbow Hub established new partnership with LA 
LGBT Center, which granted us with 10K USD core funding for June 
2018 – June 2019 
 
•GLAS became member of the Organizing Committee for HIV/AIDS 
and prevention in Sofia Municipality, which made us the first LGBTI 
institutionally recognized organization, working with the 
Municipality. 
 
•GLAS became full member of ILGA-World and ILGA-Europe and will 
be organizing the Annual ILGA-Europe meeting 2020 
 
•GLAS started working with the European Cultural Foundation and 
will implement its first LGBTI-related project in Bulgaria 
 
•GLAS was approved for being part of Plovdiv 2019 – European 
capital of culture with its project Balkan Pride, dedicated on Pride 
events around the Balkans in relation with traditional values of the 
region 
 
•GLAS together with four other organizations working on vulnerable 
groups rights, founded “Diversity pays off” initiative, aiming to battle 
the inequality and stereotypes at the workplace 

 



                              CAREFUL TO OUR PARTNERS 



Contacts: 
glasfoundation.bg 

help@glasfoundation.bg 
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