


Launched the WeAreTolerant Platform

In 2015 The GLAS Foundation started the platform 

Wearetolerant.com in order to help people who have experienced 

or have witnessed homophobic or transphobic hate crimes share 

and report what had transpired. The initiative increased public 

consciousness regarding the seriousness of homophobic hate 

crimes, monitored their types and scope within Bulgaria, and 

encouraged people to report these incidents.

The Wearetolerant.com platform was created as a part of the 

#WeAreTolerant campaign against hate crimes, which was created 

with the financial support of the PlanetRomeo Foundation in 2015. 

Its purpose is to increase public condemnation of these acts of 

violence, as well as to bring forth the addition of sexual orientation 

and gender identity to all sections of the penal code that concern 

hate crimes. Through this campaign, GLAS brought forth more 

attention and awareness to the national danger of this type of 

violence.



Sofia Pride Art Week 2015
The festival, organized by GLAS Foundation, showcased three 

international artists – photographers Bradon Summers and 

Maria Kan, and performance artist Percy Katt. An exhibition of 

Bulgarian artist Paper Daddy’s manga illustrations closed the 

art week. 



Sofia Pride 2015

Мore than 1500 people took part in Sofia Pride that year, which was preceded by a strong anti-gay campaign in the 

media. The event was supported by 17 embassies and diplomatic missions in Bulgaria, and Uber. Sofia Pride in that 

year was dedicated and focused on the discrimination of LGBTI people in educational institutions. 



#JustLikeYou: 

Campaign, Conference and Video Contest

GLAS Foundation jointly with The Project Office for 

Southeast Europe of Friedrich Naumann Foundation 

for Freedom and the Sofia Pride Organizational 

Committee organized the #JustLikeYou Video 

Contest for participants from Council of Europe 

member states during Sofia Pride 2015. The contest 

featured two categories of participants: Bulgarians 

submitting works in Bulgarian, and international 

contestants submitting works in English. The contest 

was part of the #JustLikeYou 2-month campaign on 

promoting LGBTI rights and discrimination, which 

included also an international conference in Sofia on 

June 26, 2015. The conference focused on topics of 

discrimination and hate crimes and discrimination in 

education.



GLAS Presented at 

East Meets West International Forum

GLAS Foundation was presented for the 

first time by Simeon Vasilev, GLAS’ CEO 

and founder, speaker in one of the 

panels of the conference, which took 

place in Prague. He shed some light on 

the issues of LGBT community in 

Bulgaria and gave more information to 

the participants about the current and 

future projects of the foundation. 

Thanks to the Forum important 

collaborations were made with various 

organizations throughout Europe.



Round Table on Combating Hate Crimes

GLAS Foundation together with the Embassy of Kingdom of the 

Netherlands in Bulgaria organized a round table panel 

discussion on the topic of homophobic hate crimes and how the 

Dutch police network Roze in Blauw is battling with the issue. 

Two police officers from the network came to Sofia to meet 

their Bulgarian colleagues and exchange insights how to work 

on similar cases. During the round table the police officers 

shared their experience on similar cases, what the working 

methods of dealing with homophobic hate crimes are, effective 

mechanisms for support of victims, schemes of data collection 

and building trust between the police and the LGBT community. 

Pieter van Vliet, Deputy Head of Mission, officially opened the 

discussion.


