


GLAS Foundation Took Part in a Conference regarding 

“Hate speech”

The event, organized by The Embassy of Israel, the 

German Embassy and the Goethe-Institut Bulgaria, 

gave an opportunity for discussion on hate speech: 

how it affects us as a society, what the legal 

framework is, and what we can do to stand up to it. 

A special guest was GLAS’ CEO and co-founder 

Simeon Vasilev, who presented the foundation’s 

work against hate speech. 



GLAS Foundation Joined the ECOM network

ECOM – Eurasian Coalition on Health, Rights, Gender and Sexual Diversity - is an international non-governmental 

association, located in Tallinn, Estonia. Currently, the network is made up of 74 members from 19 countries, ranging 

from Estonia to Tadjikistan. ECOM unites the efforts of all stakeholders at cross-country level in Eastern Europe and 

Central Asia to create favorable conditions for all gay, bisexual and other men who have sex with men and all trans 

people to have access to evidence-based and human rights-oriented health services, including HIV prevention and 

treatment. GLAS Foundation pledged to work along with ECOM to raise awareness on HIV prevention and treatment in 

the Bulgarian LGBTI+ community.



RuPaul’s Drag Race Screenings and Trivia Night

GLAS Foundation organized several screenings of Season 12 of 

RuPaul’s Drag Race in the Sofia night club “Tell Me”. The 

screenings were kicked off with a special trivia night dedicated 

to the legendary drag reality show, which took place in the 

Rainbow Hub on February 21. 



WIO Club’s Second Meetup 

GLAS Foundation organized the second meet-up of the WIO

Club, which took place on February 20, 2020, in Sofia. The

event was dedicated to the topic of coming out at work. Its

official speaker was Galina Georgieva, an experienced LGBTI+

professional, working for GSK. She shared her own work

experience as an lesbian and provided some useful tips on

what steps to take or not to take once one has made the

decision to come out to their colleagues.



Business as Unusual – Interactive Virtual Workshop

GLAS Foundation's WIO business platform and the

business redesign studio launchlabs Sofia

organized an interactive virtual workshop,

entitled 'Business as Unusual: Collaboration and

D&I for Virtual Teams'. The workshop, which took

place on April 30, 2020, on Zoom, brought

together some of the experience of Launchlabs in

virtual workflows and GLAS's knowledge on the

topic of diversity and inclusion in the workplace.

Among the topics discussed was how the Covid-19

situation changes the D&I practices, how to

conduct online meetings, maintain energy and

achieve results, what are the most appropriate

online collaboration platforms and how they can

be combined for different types of meetings, etc.

https://launchlabs.bg/


Online premiere of “Don’t Tell Mama”

The Single Step Foundation and GLAS Foundation presented “Don’t Tell Mama” – a new Bulgarian genre-defying novel that 

stands beyond the literary traditions and prejudice. A conversation of the journalist Georgi Toshev with the author of the 

book Nikolay Yordanov was streamed online, as well a short dance movie based on the plot. 



Queer Online Trivia

GLAS Foundation, with the media partnership of HUGE, organized a special queer quiz evening – Queer 

Online Trivia – to celebrate the end of the Covid-19 lockdown and May 17 (The International Day Against 

Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia – IDAHOT). The interactive event took place online and was hosted 

by the fabulous drag queen Katherine Bardak Divastation. The participants were divided in teams, which 

competed in different rounds. 

https://www.facebook.com/HUGEBulgaria/


Sofia Pride Live 2020

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the physical Sofia Pride march was 

canceled and replaced with a digital streaming event on June 13. The digital 

concert started at 20:00 and was attended by some of the most loyal 

musicians supporting the annual march for equality, such as Ruth Koleva, 

Mila Robert, Preya, Ivo Dimchev, as well as new names. Besides them, the 

event included video messages and other celebrities, drag queens, dancers, 

etc. Sofia Pride also participated in the online event Global Pride on June 27, 

which featured hundreds of prides from around the world, again in the form 

of online live concerts.

Prior to the Pride GLAS Foundation organized the campaign "Love flies over 

Bulgaria" in support of Sofia Pride. People from all over Bulgaria could order 

a free rainbow flag for their home through the site www.loveis.bg. Flags were 

ordered in all major regional cities, as well as in very small settlements, 

including villages.

http://www.loveis.bg/


Sofia Pride Dance

After the success of Sofia Pride Live, GLAS Foundation organized Sofia Pride Dance - an online live DJ party on Facebook. 

It featured two DJs from the Sofia dance scene - Julieta Intergalactica (We Like Kitsch) and dj Kaloo (Loud’N’Queer), who 

played dance music for about three hours. 



GLAS Foundation Took Part in WorkPride 2020

GLAS Foundation was an official partner 

in the global conference WorkPride 2020 

that took place online from 22 June-26 

June. It brought together and celebrated 

the LGBTQ+ community and LGBTQ+ 

inclusion. The conference, powered by 

Zoom, was aimed at professionals, 

graduates, and employers, and provided 

a forum to showcase and discuss best 

practice for LGBTQ+ inclusion in the 

workplace.



A letter to protect the LGBTI Community and oppose hate 

crime

The organizers of Sofia Pride, the GLAS 

Foundation, Bilitis and the LGBT Action 

Association, as well as the Bulgarian Helsinki 

Committee, called on the state to take action to 

protect its citizens, who have again been the 

object of hatred and aggression because of their 

alleged sexual orientation and gender identity. The 

organizations came up with concrete proposals for 

legal changes to improve the protection of 

vulnerable groups and to oppose hate speech and 

crimes motivated by it. The letter was motivated 

by the violent homophobic acts against LGBTI 

young people, which had taken place in Plovdiv 

earlier that month. 



GLAS Took Part in Anti-Homophobic March in Plovdiv

The march against homophobia in Plovdiv, which 

took place on October 10, was successful, despite 

the tension between the participants and the 

football ultras. About 70 brave people joined in and 

openly disagreed with the discrimination and the 

wave of violence against LGBTI people in the city 

and the country recently. The event started an hour 

late due to threats from more than 100 black-clad 

and masked hooligans who surrounded the 

procession on all sides. The march was organized 

by local activists as a response to the violent 

homophobic acts against young LBTI people, which 

had taken place in Plovdiv in September. 



National Survey on Attitudes Towards LGBTI people 

GLAS Foundation presented the results 

of a nationally representative survey 

conducted among 963 respondents. 

More than half of Bulgarians fully agree, 

and another quarter generally agree 

that human rights should be guaranteed 

to everyone, regardless of sexual 

orientation and gender identity. Thus, 

the total number of supporters of this 

statement is 79% of the respondents. 

This is shown by the data from the 

survey, whose main goal is to provide 

reliable information about public 

attitudes towards LGBTI people in 

Bulgaria.


