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GLAS would like to thank the local LGBTI community for 
standing up for their rights and friends. We would also 
like to thank all the international and local partnering 
organizations, companies, authorities, medias, allies, 
activists and volunteers who contributed with their time 
and energy in 2019. The fight is not possible without you!

GLAS’s annual report was coordinated and edited by Simeon Vasilev and Hristo Serafimov.
The report covers activities between 1st January and 31st December 2019.



27

Table of Contents
GLAS with international recognition on
the Global Innovative Advocacy Summit
(p. 2)

12th edition of Sofia Pride
(p. 3)

Sofia Pride Arts — Sofia Pride’s
culture program
(p. 4)

The “100% Different —#StopHate” campaign
(p. 5)

The #Balkan Pride exhibition 
(p. 6)

The Homosoc exhibition 
(p. 7)

The national representative survey on
the levels of homophobia
(p. 8)

The Pan-European survey on
sexual health
(p. 9)

The platform “Work It OUT” with 
recognition from Reward Getaway, 
the WIO club and our participation in 
“Diversity Pays Off”
(p. 10)

HIV-related activities 
(p. 12)

A support group for parents of 
LGBTI+ youth 
(p. 14)

Ruth Koleva’s video “Candy Coated”, 
created in partnership with GLAS 
(p. 15)

Community clubs for literature, cinema
and board games
(p. 16)

GLAS with a special program at Sofia Film Fest 
and the screenings of “Coming Out” in 
Plovdiv and Kardzhali
(p. 17)

Screening of “House of Boys” and discussion with 
the director Jean-Claude Schilm 
(p. 18)

GLAS Foundation’s participation in 
Sofia Game Night 
(p. 19)

Rainbow Hub 
(p. 20)

GLAS’ balls 
(p. 21)

New partnerships 
(p. 22)

GLAS in the media 
(p. 23)



2

GLAS Foundation with 
International Recognition
on the Global Innovative 
Advocacy Summit

HRC Foundation, the largest civil rights organization 
working to achieve equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and queer Americans, introduced the talented 
leaders driving LGBTQ equality internationally who 
are participating in the fourth annual Global Innovative 
Advocacy Summit.

Selected from hundreds of outstanding applications, this 
group of 29 advocates from 27 different countries is in 
Washington, D.C. for four full days of learning, sharing and 
connecting with each other and HRC. Our very 
own Chairman and Co-founder Simeon Vassilev is 

among the selected.

“Each year, we continue to be amazed at advocates like 
these who are working tirelessly for LGBTQ equality 
around the world,” HRC Global Director of Leadership Jay 
Gilliam said. “Their efforts are a testament to the innovation 
and creativity in our global movement for equality.”

Since 2016, HRC Foundation’s Global Summit has served 
as a powerful and inspiring way for HRC to connect 
LGBTQ leaders and allies to help strengthen the capacity 
of their movements. 
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12th Edition of 
Sofia Pride

The twelfth edition of Sofia Pride took place with the motto 
“Do not give power to hatred.” A record number of more 
than 6,500 visitors gathered and rejoiced together under 
the warm rays of the June sunshine.

The musical program featured the IVA group (Iva and 
Elena Todorova), Erol Ibrahimov from Wikeda, Ruth 
Koleva, Mila Robert, Mihaela Fileva, Galena and the 2018 
Eurovision winner – Netta of Israel.
The parade match passed smoothly an
d without any provocation. “The pride was historic. It went 
beyond all our dreams,” said Simeon Vassilev, the GLAS 
Foundation’s chairman and one of the co-organizers of the 
event. “Nearly 7,000 people participated, twice as much as 
last year, whereas only 50 took part in the counterprotests 
and maybe 100 in the family support parade. We should 
not listen to certain political parties who say that society 
does not want us.”

This year, the Pride Parade in Sofia was supported by 
Milano Pride and Airitaly, the US Embassy in Bulgaria, 
Walltopia, Sutherland, VMware, H&M, the Embassy of 
Australia in Athens, InterPride, Absolut, the Embassy of 
Israel in Bulgaria, the Embassy of the United Kingdom and 
the Organization of the Jews in Bulgaria “Shalom”.

Photo: Emil Metodiev
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Sofia Pride Arts — Sofia Pride’s
Culture Program
This year the eighth edition of Sofia Pride’s 
contemporary arts festival Sofia Pride Arts, organized 
by the GLAS Foundation offered a rich program of 
events in various fields of art — theater, dance, fine 
arts, photography and more.

The festival featured a group exhibition entitled ‘Forms’ 
which presented the works of six local artists selected 
after an open invitation, the photographic exhibition 
TransBalkan by the photographer Alexander Crnogorac, 
who documents the trans people living in the Balkans, the 
play “The Laramie Project” which was created in response 
to Matthew Shepard’s homophobic murder in Laramie, 
Wyoming, USA, in 1998 – a crime which influenced 

immensely the US legislation on hate crimes with 
homophobic motives. The Bulgarian illustrator Kaloyan 
Russinov presented a retrospective of his gay manga 
comics and characters with the solo exhibition Paper 
Daddy – Gay Manga. 

Photo: Emil Metodiev
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The “100% Different — #StopHate” 
Campaign

In 2019 GLAS Foundation started the “100% Different 
#StopHate” campaign which was developed into a 
promotional video and broadcasted on several Bulgarian 
TV channels, as well as watched more than 150 thousand 
times on Facebook.

The campaign aims to raise awareness on the issue of 
hate crimes and hate speech and focuses on the fact 

that these crimes are motivated only by the victim’s 
identification with a group of people that’s defined by a 
certain characteristic – gender, race, ethnicity, sexual 
orientation, gender expression, religion or a disability and 
also the fact that a 100% of the Bulgarian people are a part 
of a minority by a certain characteristic.

The Bulgarian law addressed the hate crimes based on 

race, nationality, ethnicity and religion in the Criminal 
Code but still doesn’t recognize hate crimes based on 
sex, disability, sexual orientation and gender identity and 
gender expression.

You can find more information on the “100% Different — 
#StopHate” on stophate.bg.
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The “#BalkanPride” Exhibition

The “#BalkanPride” exhibition, showcasing photos from 
Pride parades in the Balkans, artifacts and videos with 
personal stories, was presented in SKLAD, Plovdiv, as 
a part of the “Plovdiv – European Capital of Culture” 
program. It was also presented in September in Belgrade, 
Serbia as a part of Belgrade Pride’s program. 

More than 30 photographs told the story of the LGBT 
rights movement in Eastern Europe. The accompanying 
anti-pride demonstrations and protests were not omitted 
as well. The idea was to put the focus on the human 
rights and the fight for equality and meanwhile to find a 
contemporary interpretation of the Balkan traditions in the 

context of the global society and the digital times. 

The Pride marches in the Balkans, in Europe and in the 
world are still incredibly important due to the stigma and 
hate LGBTI people face in their everyday life – being 
rejected by family and friends, being victims of hate crimes, 
being bullied in school, being discriminated at work, the 
lack of laws protecting LGBTI families. 

Apart from the exhibition, the “#Balkan Pride” project also 
consisted of a public discussion with experts and activists 
from Bulgaria and the Balkans, and a music event – an 
acoustic concert by Mila Robert. 

Photos: Ivelina Nacheva
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The “Homosoc” Exhibition

Foundation, involved historians, sociologists, students, 
curators and artists to provide a summary of the period.

Hundreds of visitors visited the exhibition to learn 
interesting facts and stories about cruising venues, the 
so-called “Jargoni”, i.e. the active homosexual men, 
criminal justice practices, the acts against homosexuals, 
the decriminalization of homosexuality in Bulgaria, and the 
attempts to cure homosexuality at the time. 

GLAS Foundation sent a public invitation to Korneliya 
Ninova and the Bulgarian Socialist Party to attend the 
opening of the exhibition but unfortunately it was met with 
no success.

The exhibition ‘Homosoc’, presenting the 
first major and comprehensive study of 
homosexuality during communism was 
presented at the PORT A Gallery in Sofia. The 
project, organized by the GLAS Foundation 
with the support of the European Cultural Photos: Radina Gancheva
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The National Representative
Survey on the Levels of
Homophobia
In 2019 GLAS Foundation presented the results of a 
sociological survey on the levels of homophobia in Bulgaria 
during a press-conference, dedicated to the topic of the 
coming out experience for the LGBTI people and their 
close ones, the parenting and the overall tolerance. 

The national representative survey reached more than 
1000 people and was conducted by TNS BBSS during 
August-September 2018. The results show that the attitude 
towards LGBTI people in Bulgaria has regressed in the 
past six years.

More than half of the respondents agree that 
LGBTI people avoid holding hands in public 
spaces due to a fear of violence, threats 
or bullying. The attitude towards bisexuals 
and lesbians is relatively better compared 
to the gay men and the transgender people. 
Women and younger people showcased 
more tolerant views towards LGBTI people. 
All of the respondents show the highest 
levels of social solidarity when the victims 
of hate crime are people with disabilities 
and the lowest levels of solidarity when the 
victims are transgender.
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The Pan-European Survey 
on Sexual Health

The GLAS Foundation and its media HUGE.bg have participated in EMIS-2017 – the 
largest online sexual health survey and evaluation of MSM (Men Who Have Sex with 
Men). The study is organized by the marketing company Sigma Research at the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine in collaboration with the Robert Koch Institute 
in Berlin, and is funded by the European Commission Health Program 2014-2020. The 
results were presented in 2019.

EMIS-2017 consolidates data collected by gay, bisexual and other categories of 
MSM from 50 countries between October 18, 2017 and January 31, 2018. The online 
questionnaire was available simultaneously in 33 languages. About 137,000 MSM from 
all 50 countries participated in the survey – 100,000 from countries in the European 
Union, over 6,000 from European Free Trade Association (EFTA) member states, and 
about 7,000 from countries participating in the European Neighborhood Policy. 6000 
MSM from Russia, 6000 from Canada and 3500 from the Philippines also took part in 
the survey.

Its main objective is to generate data that will underpin the planning of prevention 
and care programs for HIV and sexually transmitted infections (STIs), as well as for 
monitoring progress in this field at national level. 
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The Platform “Work It OUT” 
with Recognition from 
Reward Getaway, the WIO Club 
and Our Participation in 
“Diversity Pays Off”

Its main mission is to build a better, fairer, safer and more inclusive working environment for all. The organization 
focuses mainly on developing education, alleviating poverty, promoting well-being and improving access to 
employment.

The business platform “Work It OUT” was also presented during the 5th International Conference East meets West 
which took place in Vienna just before EuroPride. More than 150 representatives of some of the biggest business 
companies in Europe and NGO’s discussed the opportunities of including the LGBTI community in the business 
field and what companies can do in order to bring forth a positive social change for the queer people. 

The Bulgarian platform for corporate equality and inclusive working environment Work It OUT was honored by the 
international IT company Reward Getaway. GLAS, which founded Work It OUT two years ago, will co-operate with the 
RG Technology Foundation to develop the platform. The London-based RG Foundation will fund Work It OUT’s next year 
activities to help the platform expand its activities towards building a strong and proud LGBT community of professionals 
from various fields, developing seminars, workshops and trainings for companies, as well as information campaigns to 
raise awareness of LGBT diversity and inclusion issues in the workplace.

The RG Foundation was created by the technology company Reward Gateway and has a £ 4-million fund to support 
visionary projects and programs around the world. The Foundation awards grants to projects and organizations engaged 
in activities related to overcoming inequalities in society. 
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GLAS Foundation also participated in the business meetings of “Diversity Pays 
Off” -  a platform which unites NGOs and private companies and strives to 
promote, implement and develop diversity politics in the corporate environment. 
The main focus of the meeting in March was the dynamics in the labor market 
as seen through the eyes of the employers and during the business breakfast 
meeting in November GLAS Foundation presented the “WIO Club”, its new 
partners AIG and IBM and the planned activities for 2020, funded by the RG 
Foundation.

In November GLAS Foundation organized the first informal meeting for LGBTI + professionals and 
their allies and friends from all areas of business in Bulgaria within its business platform Work It OUT 
for a diverse and inclusive work environment. The initiative is called Work It OUT Club (WIO Club) 
and is aimed at both people who are already working and those who are looking for new career 
opportunities.

The meetups aim to bring together professionals, managers and HR experts from all levels in a friendly 
environment to share experiences and ideas, provide professional support, and discuss topics related 
to the challenges to making the work environment in Bulgaria more diverse and open to differences.

Photo: Rosina Pencheva

Photo: Emil Metodiev
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HIV-Related 
Activities

In 2019 GLAS Foundation continued working 
together with the health centre CheckPoint Sofia 
to organize support-groups for people living with 
the HIV virus. During each meeting patients living 
with the infection shared in a safe space their 
achievements, difficulties and challenges and 
exchanged advices and emotional and moral 
support. Maintaining anonymity and confidentiality 
is an extremely important task for CheckPoint and 
GLAS, and therefore the necessary steps have been 
taken to guarantee them. 

Overall 48 meetings of 4 groups 
of patients have taken part during 
the year. 40% of the 42 boys that 
participated in the meetings have 
been living with HIV for 2-3 years 
and about the same percent have 
discovered their HIV status recently. 
Most of the participants are between 
25 and 35 years and all of them 
identify as gay men. Among the 
topics that were discussed during 
the meetings were the emotional 
challenges people with HIV face, 
the relationships with their partners, 
coming out as HIV-positive to family 
and friends, the healthy way of life 
and so on. 
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In April GLAS Foundation organized an event dedicated to 
the topic of PrEP (the so-called Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis, 
i.e. the preventive pill against HIV) together with Checkpoint 
Sofia, One to One night club in Sofia and the media 
partnership of HUGE.bg. The guest of the event was Will 
Nutland, who visited Bulgaria at the invitation of the GLAS 
Foundation to share his experience and expertise about 
PrEP, when and how it is used, how it works and whether it 
carries any risks.

Will Nutland is a health and social justice activist, researcher, 
writer and health promoter. In 2015 he co-founded PrEPster 
– a project that seeks to educate and agitate for PrEP 
access in England and beyond.  Most recently he has 
undertaken research into “do-it-yourself” HIV prevention and 
how people can source generic PrEP outside of established 
health systems.
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A Support Group for Parents of
LGBTI+ Youth

GLAS Foundation, along with partners Bilitis Foundation 
and Deystvie, launched a monthly support group for 
parents of LGBTI+ youth. The group is moderated by 
an experienced psychotherapist that has worked with 
families and LGBT people before. During the meetings the 
participants get the opportunity to learn more about what it 
means to be LGBTI, to overcome their fears and prejudice 
and to make an important step towards accepting their 
children and loving them unconditionally. 

The properly presented information and the exchange 
of experience in a well-intentioned environment help the 

parents in the group to work through their complex feelings 
and ignorance and build a healthy and happy relationship 
with their children. We have also created a special 
guide for parents of LGBT children that can be read and 
downloaded from the official website.

Photo: Emil Metodiev
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Ruth Koleva’s Video “Candy Coated”, 
Created in Partnership with GLAS

In July the Bulgarian soul artist Ruth Koleva premiered 
the official video to her single “Candy Coated” which 
was made with the partnership of GLAS Foundation. 
The project, directed by Joan Galo, features a same-sex 
couple (played by the dancers Marius and Valentino) and 
according to Ruth herself the main message of the video 
is that: “love is a clear form and no matter how much 
hypocrisy, shame and prejudice we put it through – at the 
end of the day, when you’re face to face with your lover, 

the masks fade away, the crowns break and your own 
shared world remains intact.” 

“Candy Coated” was premiered on a special concert 
event in Kino Kabana which was dedicated to the LGBTI+ 
community. During the show Ruth expressed her love 
and support to the queer people in Bulgaria and the local 
activists fighting for equality and change in the attitude.

Photo: Kiril Stanoev
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Community Clubs for Fans of Queer 
Literature, Cinema and Board Games 

In 2019, as part of The Big Gay Film Club, the movies “The 
Duke of Burgundy”, “1985”, “Paris 05:59: Theo and Hugo”, 
“Bohemian Rhapsody”, “Kiki, “The Favourite”, “Tomboy”, 
“A Fantastic Woman”, “Thelma”, “The Miseducation of 
Cameron Post” and others were watched and discussed. 
Also, GLAS Foundation organized special weekly 
screenings of the new seasons of “RuPaul’s Drag Race” 

and “Pose”. 

As part of The Big Gay Book Club, the books “Letters to 
Peter” by Nikolay Boykov, “Giovanni’s Room” by James 
Baldwin, “Orlando” by Virginia Woolf, “Less” by Andrew 
Sean Greer, “Call Me By Your Name” by Andre Aciman and 
others were read and discussed. 

The clubs for fans of literature (The Big Gay Book Club) 
and cinema (The Big Gay Film Club), organized by GLAS 
Foundation, continued gathering fans of the queer art and 
culture each month. At the end of November Bored Gay 
Board Games Club was also launched. 

The new community club is happening thanks to the 
volunteers at the Bulgarian LGBTI Center Rainbow Hub 
and GLAS Foundation and its meetings happen each 
Saturday at 18:00 at the Mulligan Board Games Club 
(Georgi Rakovski ,111). One of the main goals of the board 
games club is to raise funds in order to buy a collection of 
board games that the visitors of Rainbow Hub will be able 
to enjoy during their visit.
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Glas with A Special Program at Sofia Film Fest and the 
Screenings of “Coming Out” in Plovdiv and Kardzhali

The program was accompanied by a special press-
conference on which the topics of coming out and the 
difficulties of the LGBTI youth were discussed in the 
company of Deny Paro (the director of “Coming Out”). 
Also, GLAS Foundation presented the results of the 
sociological survey on the levels of homophobia in 
Bulgaria. 

In April the documentary “Coming Out” was also screened 
in Sofia and Kardzhali along with five short LGBTI movies 
from United Kingdom that were presented in cooperation 
with the British Council. Some of them were part of the 
global campaign #FiveFilms4Freedom which is organized 
every year since 2015 jointly by the British Council and 
The British Film Institute with the support of the UN.

In March Sofia Film Fest in cooperation with the GLAS Foundation presented three movies dedicated to the very current 
and painful topic of gender identity and the confrontation of man with social and cultural stereotypes in search of the right 
for self-expression - Deny Paro’s documentary movie “Coming Out” which is a collection of authentic video recordings 
of teenagers and children who for the first time share with their parents their different sexual orientation; the full-length 
debut “Girl” of a Belgian writer and director Lucas Dont which is a story about the dreams and aspirations of a 15-year-old 
transsexual girl to become a ballerina; and the The “The Man Who Surprised Everyone” of Natasha Merkulova and Alexei 
Chupov is a contemporary Russian fairy tale to transform the male, family and egotistical Egor into a woman.
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Screening of 
“House of Boys” 
and Discussion 
with the Director 
Jean-Claude 
Schilm

The GLAS Foundation and the Embassy of Luxembourg 
in Bulgaria organized a screening of the iconic film “House 
of Boys”, directed by Jean-Claude Schlim, on the occasion 
of its 10th anniversary. The screening was preceded by a 
discussion with the director himself and the Ambassador of 
Luxembourg to Bulgaria Ronald Dofing.

“House of Boys” follows the story of Frank, a gay teenager 
in the 80’s, who runs away from his home to start a new 
life and later his struggle against the recently discovered 
AIDS. The film was received very well both by the critics 
and the audience at the time and won the Luxembourg 
Filmprize for Best Movie in 2009. Since then “House of 
Boys” has been shown at more than 50 international film 
festivals around the world.
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GLAS Foundation’s Participation in 
Sofia Game Night

In November the GLAS Foundation participated in the 
initiative Sofia Game Night, which was organized for a 
second year by the Goethe Institute in Sofia and Game 
Dev Summit with the general partnership of The Stars 
Group, The French Institute in Bulgaria and the Franco-
German cultural fund. The event aims to put the focus 
on the different aspects of the games and the game 
development today.

We created our own trivia game called “GAYmes Night” 
which was dedicated to queer history and queer culture. 
Dozens of people decided to take part in the team game 
and competed for special prizes while the hostess (the 
drag queen Monica Loca DIVAstation) entertained the 
audience with funny jokes and spectacular performances. 

Photo: Stoyan Lesev
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Rainbow Hub

‘Rainbow Hub’ and is the result of the joint effort of Youth 
LGBT Organization ‘Deystvie’, GLAS Foundation and Bilitis 
Resource Center Foundation as well as other independent 
activists. Its purpose is to provide a safe space for all 
LGBTI+ people in Bulgaria, where they can receive useful 
information about their rights and health, will be able to 
make contacts and gather in interest groups. The location 

serves as the Sofia Pride headquarters as well as the 
office of the three national LGBTI+ organizations. 

In 2019 Rainbow Hub continued its work and opened its 
doors to lots of new events that gathered the Bulgarian 
queer community and meanwhile it strengthened the 
relationship between the organizations that are working 

towards its progress.

The Rainbow Hub is located on 24 Lyuben Karavelov Str. 
tn Sofia. You can learn more about the program and the 
activities of the Center through its official web site lgbti-
center.bg.
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GLAS’ Balls
The ballroom culture finally reached Bulgaria in 2019 after 
the GLAS Foundation organized the first ever balls in the 
history of the country – Glamortal Kombat Ball 2019 (in 
February), Power Politics Kiki Ball (in May) and The Love 
Affair Ball (in November). The glamourous events paid 
their respects to the diversity of talents in the local and 
international LGBT+ community.

Each ball consisted of different categories in which artists, 
drag queens and voguing dancers competed for trophies. 
Among the special judges that took part of the balls were 
Arigato Melody, Katrin Blantar, Tila Kareola. Meanwhile, 
the hostess Miryana Tashkova, the commentator Viktor 
Stranski, DJ Julieta Intergalactica and DJ Kaloo were 
responsible for the great party mood. 

Photo: Emil Metodiev

Photo: Rosina Pencheva

Photo: Emil Metodiev
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New Partnerships
GLAS Foundation and The Jewish Organization in Bulgarian “Shalom” 
signed a Memorandum of understanding and cooperation.

GLAS Foundation was honored by the international IT company 
Reward Getaway and will co-operate with the RG Technology 
Foundation to develop the platform. 

The business companies AIG and IBM joined the 
platform “Work it OUT”.

GLAS Foundation worked together with Sofia Film Fest for the first time.

GLAS Foundation took part in Sofia Game Night – the initiative of 
Goethe Institute Bulgaria.
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GLAS in the Media
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